How to get Federation Lids and Tamper Proof Barcode labels
Guidelines for your honey labels ( taken from DAFM website correct in 2016)
In designing a label for honey the following points should be considered to comply with legislative
requirements:
 Purchaser must not be misled and there must be no medicinal claim.
 The information must be easy to understand, clearly legible, easily visible and indelible (won’t rub
out or wash off the label) .
 Name of the food (honey) and net quantity must be in the same field of vision.
 Label must be at least in English.
 Product name must be stated; no food ingredient, additive, or anything other than honey may be
added to product sold as honey. Honey may be labelled and sold as “Honey” or if desired as one of
the following sub- types (as appropriate):






Blossom or Nectar Honey
Honeydew Honey
Drained Honey (honey obtained by draining decapped broodless combs)
Extracted Honey (obtained by centrifuging decapped broodless combs)
Pressed Honey (obtained by pressing broodless combs with or without the application of
moderate heat not exceeding 45°C)

Other types of honey that must be labelled as such are:





Comb Honey (includes cut comb honey)
Chunk Honey or cut comb in honey (honey containing one or more pieces of comb honey)
Filtered Honey (honey obtained by removing foreign organic or inorganic matter in such a
way as to result in significant removal of pollen)
Baker's Honey (honey that is only suitable for industrial use or as an ingredient in other
foodstuffs. It may have a foreign taste or odour and/or have begun to ferment or have
fermented and/or have been over heated.) In the case of Baker’s Honey the words
“Intended for Cooking Only” must appear in close proximity to the product name.

Except in the case of Filtered Honey or Baker's Honey, the product name may be supplemented by
information referring to:









Floral or vegetable origin if the product comes wholly or mainly from the indicated source
and possesses the organoleptic, physicochemical and microscopic characteristics of that
source and /or information referring to :
Regional, territorial or topographical origin, if the product comes from the indicated source.
Net quantity must be stated in grams (g) or kilograms (kg) as appropriate.
The country or countries of origin where the honey has been harvested must be stated . If
the honey originated in more than one country the following may be used (as appropriate):
“blend of EU honeys”
“blend of non –EU honeys”
“blend of EU and non – EU honeys”



As a single ingredient unprocessed food, honey does not require to be labelled with a
nutritional declaration. If a nutrition declaration is provided on honey it must be accurate
and presented together in a clear format using the correct units of measurement as well as
the correct order of presentation (all as set out in Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011).

The date of minimum durability, which must be preceded by the words "best before end...” unless
the date includes an indication of this. The date of minimum durability of a food is defined as the
date until which the food retains its specific properties if properly stored. Honey should retain its
specific properties for a number of years if correctly stored, therefore it’s up to the
beekeeper/honey packer to determine what a suitable shelf life for their product should be taking
into account the nature of the product.
Unless the best before date is stated as a specific date, the Lot Number must be stated and should
be preceded by the letter “L” so it’s clearly distinguishable as such. Lot means batch of sales units of
a foodstuff, produced, manufactured or packaged under practically the same conditions. For
beekeepers with more than one apiary it is suggested a different Lot Number should be allocated to
honey from each apiary or each blend from different apiaries. The Lot Number may be written on
the label by hand.
The label must state the name/business name and address of the producer/packer or if appropriate
the company for which the honey was packed for established within the EU. The name and address
must be sufficiently detailed to allow the individual / business involved to be contacted by post.
FIBKA LIDS
FIBKA Lids are available from Alpack for those that are registered and approved by the controller
Michael Woulfe , Railway House , Midleton Co.Cork. Beekeepers label must be approved and
registered with Mr Michael Woulfe.
1. The Federation labels will be available to persons who are members of an Affiliated
Association and whose name is on the Insurance Register.
2. Producers own label must conform to current legislation on labelling of foodstuff.
3. Specimen of Producers own label to be supplied to the Controller Mr Michael Woulfe,
Railway House, Midleton, Co Cork 021-4631011 email: glenanorehoney@eircom.net
4. The labels sold to members are non-transferable.
5. Labels are available to members who produce Irish Honey exclusively.
6. A member whose affiliation lapses will be required to pay the registration fee on rejoining.
7. Honey presented for sale with the Federation attached must be of a high standard in every
respect. Poorly presented honey may be used as grounds for expulsion from the Scheme.
8. The Federation reserves the right to expel any member from the Scheme on being satisfied
that the rules have been broken.
9. On joining the Scheme members must sign a form available from Michael Woulfe and
present a copy of their label for the file.
10. Once your application is approved you may order individual identifiable barcodes for your
local shop from Eamon Magee by email only eamonmagee222@gmail.com

Details correct July 2017

